Please read before using this template:
· Use this template to ask the First-tier Tribunal to list your client’s hearing and to direct the Respondent to respond to the Appellant’s appeal within a specified time frame because your client is in urgent need. 
· To complete this template, replace any [text in square brackets] then return that text to not bold without brackets.  
· Consider, address and then delete all prompts before posting. If you have deleted paragraphs that do not apply in your case, check numbering is still sequential. 
Delete box before posting 


	In the First-tier Tribunal 
(Social Entitlement Chamber)


BETWEEN:

	

	

[APPELLANT NAME]
Appellant
-and-
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WORK AND PENSIONS
Respondent

	_________________________________________________
Urgent Rule 6 Application for Directions to Expedite Appeal
_________________________________________________



Directions sought and timeframe for giving directions
1. The Appellant applies under rule 6 Tribunal Procedure (First-tier Tribunal) (Social Entitlement Chamber) Rules 2008 for directions, which are necessary because, in all the circumstances, it is fair and just that this appeal be expedited.
2. In view of the importance of the matter (detailed below) to the Appellant and their desperate situation due to the incorrect decision appealed, the Appellant respectfully requests that the Tribunal decides this application as soon as possible and within any event by [DD/MM/YYYY].
3. The directions sought are:
a. To the Clerk to the Tribunal:
i. The appeal is to be listed for a [CVP / telephone / face to face] hearing, taking account of the availability dates provided by the Appellant’s representative, as soon as possible and preferably no later than [DD/MM/YYYY].
ii. A copy of the expedition application filed by the Appellant’s representatives is to be provided to the Respondent alongside these directions.
iii. The length of hearing is [hh:mm].
b. To the Respondent:
i. So as to ensure delay is avoided, any response to the Appellant’s case is to be provided no later than [DD/MM/YYYY]. If there is to be no further response, the Respondent should confirm that by the same date. Any such response, or confirmation there will be no response, should be emailed to the Appellant’s representative at [email] at the same time as it is filed with the Tribunal.
ii. If the Respondent disagrees with any of the directions given, she should apply no later than [DD/MM/YYYY] for the directions to be varied or amended. Any such application should be emailed to the Appellant’s representative at [email address] at the same time as it is filed with the Tribunal.
iii. The Respondent is now on notice that should she fail to comply with the above directions, it is possible the FTT dealing with the case will not grant an adjournment or take account of later provided evidence or submissions.
4. Rule 6(3) requires the Appellant to provide reasons for the directions sought. Therefore, below we set out:
a. In a nutshell what the case is about.
b. The procedural history of the case.
c. The hardships caused to the Appellant by the decision as relevant to the expedition request.
d. Conclusion as to why all that means it is fair and just to make the directions sought.

What the case is about	Comment by Martin Williams: This section should be very brief but should allow the Judge to quickly understand what is at issue in the appeal and why it is said SSWP is wrong.
5. The Appellant has appealed against the decision of the Respondent made on [DD/MM/YYYY].
6. That decision is to [explain what the decision does]
7. The Appellant argues the decision is wrong because [explain in a sentence or two the ground of appeal].

Procedural History	Comment by Martin Williams: Add in to this chronology any other important steps the Appellant took - evidence they provided etc. Explain any delays on the part of the Appellant- it can make it difficult to seek expedition now if the Appellant cannot show they acted promptly at each stage. The aim is so far as possible to show that the Appellant has acted promptly or has reasons for delay and that the SSWP has taken a long time where that is the case. Change text appropriately.
8. [DD/MM/YYYY]: Appellant claimed universal credit.
9. [DD/MM/YYYY]: Respondent awarded/refused to award universal credit from [DD/MM/YYYY]. That was said to because [explain reason for decision].
10. [DD/MM/YYYY]: Appellant sought a revision (mandatory reconsideration) of that decision.
11. [DD/MM/YYYY]: Respondent refused to revise the decision and sent the Appellant a mandatory reconsideration notice.
12. [DD/MM/YYYY]: Appellant filed a notice of appeal with the Tribunal.
13. [DD/MM/YYYY]: Respondent filed her response to the appeal, along with the evidence, with the Tribunal and provided a copy to the Appellant.
14. [DD/MM/YYYY]: Appellant replied to the response.
15. [DD/MM/YYYY]: Appellant makes the present application for expedition.

Hardship caused by this decision to the Appellant	Comment by Martin Williams: The point of this section is to give as much detail as possible about the effects on the Appellant of delay in this case. It should be written to be as persuasive as possible. The aim is the Judge will think that the hardship suffered is intolerable - even knowing that many claimants are in difficulty whilst they wait for their appeal. Why should your client be able to get their case heard more quickly?
16. The benefit in question constitutes [all/most] of the Appellant’s income [insert details].
17. The lack of that income currently means the Appellant is in a desperate situation as described below, which is at risk of worsening the longer the matter remains unresolved:
a. The Appellant is unable to afford [food, clothing, hygiene items]. This has meant the Appellant has [details of any effects eg, missing meals, begging etc]
b. [non-payment of the benefit] means the Appellant risks homelessness [insert details ie rent arrears, steps landlord has taken, ensure dates for Court hearings etc included– especially relevant in UC appeals where the appellant has a private landlord]; 	Comment by Jessica Strode: Delete para if no risk of homelessness 
c. Non-payment of the benefit means the Appellant cannot buy necessary services [insert details – for example, if the Appellant has to pay for the services of a carer]; 
d. Due to the lack of income, the Appellant also finds it more difficult to find work because [explain – cannot travel to interview / energy spent looking for food etc]
18. The Appellant [and/or her/his family] can be described as particularly vulnerable because [insert details – eg disability, especially any health problem exacerbated by the uncertainty of delayed appeal proceedings]; 
19. The appellant has children aged [xx] whose interests are endangered by the delay [insert details]; 	Comment by Jessica Strode: Delete para if no children 
20. The Appellant cannot rely on alternative resources because [insert details - eg s/he has no family able to support her/him, s/he has been turned down for an advance, there is no nearby food bank, looking for work not possible for whatever reasons]; 
21. We attach the following evidence in support of the above details:
a. [List documents attached]

Conclusions on why fair and just to make directions sought
22. It is submitted that the following factors demonstrate that it would be fair and just, and therefore in accordance with rule 2(3) to make the directions sought:
a. As demonstrated by the details of the hardship the Appellant is experiencing above, the prompt resolution of this appeal is of exceptional importance (a factor required to be considered under the proportionality assessment under rule 2(2)(a)) to the Appellant.
b. The Respondent is the largest spending Government Department (resources of the parties- the other relevant rule 2(2)(a) factor in this case) and should be able to respond within the time requested- if she cannot then the directions provide an opportunity for her to request variation, so it is fair to give them at this stage.
c. As stated above the benefit in question constitutes [all/most] of the Appellant’s income [insert details]. As the Court of Appeal said in Wiles v Social Security Commissioner [2010] EWCA Civ 258, §46-47, such decisions 
“directly affect… access to the most fundamental necessities of life… [and] may be of fundamental importance [to a claimant]… making the difference between a reasonable life and a life of destitution”. 
d. The best interests of the children should also be considered to mean it is fair that the direction is given.
e. The fact the Appellant’s housing is at issue means delay in this appeal directly affects [her/his] article 8 ECHR rights.	Comment by Jessica Strode: Delete if no impact on housing 
f. The FTT should seek, in considering what is fair and just to avoid delay so far as compatible with proper consideration of the issues. The directions sought strike the right balance in allowing the parties to comment on the issues (or request further time). The Appellant has set out [her/his] case in detail and the Respondent has a reasonable opportunity to respond. In these circumstances the issue is now ready for a hearing where further consideration and a decision can be given.
g. The Appellant acknowledges that many appellants will be in difficult situations whilst waiting for their appeals. However, the Appellant’s case is that the hardship in [her/his] case is so severe that the interests of justice require expedition as requested.
[Adviser Name]
[Organisation]
[DD/MM/YYYY]
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